D 57
\g:\“f' e,

K Ve NBA UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
- 2 REGION 4
3 M K ATLANTA FEDERAL CENTER
ff% &S " B81FORSYTH STREET
AL prote ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303-8960

March 6, 2008

Colonel Edward J. Kertis

District Engineer

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - Savannah District
ATTN: Mr. Jason O'Kane

P.O. Box 889

Savannah, Georgia 31406

Subject: Newton County Board of Commissioners - Bear Creek Reservoir - 200003600

Dear Colonel Kertis:

This letter is in response to your request for comments on the above referenced joint
public notice (JPN). The Newton County Board of Commissioners (applicant) proposes to
impact 126,720 linear feet (If) (approximately 24 miles) of Bear Creek and its associated
perennial and intermittent tributaries, 136 acres of wetlands and 12 acres of open waters to
construct a new 1,242-acre pump storage water supply reservoir. Bear Creek is a tributary of the
Alcovy River, in southeastern Newton County, Georgia. The project also involves construction
of a new water intake and a 6,000-foot force main from the Alcovy River to the reservoir. The
reservoir is designed to produce a maximum 28 million gallons per day (MGD) yield for the
County to help meet the total projected demand of 47 MGD for a projected 2050 population of
361,517.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the JPN and additional
information that accompanied the November 19, 2007, permit application. We appreciate the 30-
day extension of the comment period your office granted to all commenting agencies. However,
we submit that additional time is needed to fully evaluate this project which, according to
information provided by your office, will have the largest extent of stream impacts of any water
supply reservoir ever permitted by the Savannah District.

EPA’s history with this project dates back to at least 1999, In response (o a previous JPN,
in a letter dated July 7, 2000, EPA provided detailed comments on the proposed reservoir. Since
most of those comments are relevant to the currently proposed project, we have recently resent a
copy of that letter to your office. Although the location and size of the current project is
essentially the same as in 2000, the project as proposed in 2000, anticipated fewer impacts to
aquatic resources (121 acres of wetlands and 73,000 If of streams). On May 9, 2000, an EPA
representative visited portions of the project site. While, unfortunately an EPA represcntative
was not available for the February 6, 2008, site visit, we subsequently tried to arrange a site visit
for another date but were unsuccessful. Additional time 10 evaluate the proposal would provide

opportunities to revisit the reservoir site, verify the jurisdiction and to visit and evaluate the 29
proposed mitigation sites.
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