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AN ACT

To provide a new charter for Jasper County; to provide for boundaries and duties of the
County; to provide for the governing authority of such County and the powers, duties,
authority, election, terms, vacancies, compensation, axpenses, qualifications,
prohibitions, conflicts of Interest, suspension and removal from office relative to
members of such governing authority; to provide for inquiries and inveetigations; to
provide for oaths, organization, mestings, quorum, voting, rules, and procedures; to
provide for ordinances and codes; to provide for a Chairman, vice-Chairman, and
County Manager and certain powers and dutles, and other matters relative thereto; to
provide for administrative affairs and responsibillties: to provide for boards,
commissions, and authorities; 1o provide for a County Aftorney, and other personnel
and matters relating thereto; to provide rules and regulations; to provide for Superior,
Probate, and Magistrate courts and judges thereof and other matters relative to those
court systems; to provide the varlous jurisdiction of all courts, powers, duties, and
procedures; to provide for elections; to provide for taxation, licenses, and fees; to
provide for franchises, service charges, and assessments: to provide for bonded and
other indebtedness; to provide for auditing, accounting, budgeting, and appropriations;
to provide law enforcement protection; to provide for fire protection, to provide for solid
waste management; to provide roads and bridge facilities to provide for county
contracts and purchasing, to provide for the conveyance of property and interests
thereof; to provide bonds for officials; to provide for prior ordinances and rules, pending
matters, and existing personnel; to provide for penalities: to provide for definitions and
construction; to provide for other matters relative to the foregoing; to repeal a former
specific Act; to provide for effective dates; to repeal confiicting laws; and for other
purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA
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ARTICLE | -
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
SECTION 1. CREATION AND COMPOSITION

There is hereby created a Board of County Commissioners of Jasper County, Georgia.
The Board shall consist of five members who shall be qualified voters of the county and
legally qualified to hold public office, one of whom shall be selected by the majority of
the Board annually to serve as Chairman of the Board of Commissioners.

SECTION 2. ELECTION OF MEMBERS/TERMS

(a) One commissioner shall be elected from each commiasioner district by the electors
residing solely within each respective district.

(b} In all elections conducted pursuant to this Act, each candidate shall designate, at the
time of qualifying, the district from which he offers as a candidate. To be elected a
member of the board, a candidate must receive the highest number of votes cast for the
seat he is seeking; and at the same time, a candidate must recsive the majority of the
total votes cast for the election of the commissioner {o that seat. In the event no
candidate for a particular seat receives the majority of the votes for the seat he is
seeking, a run-off election shall be conducted for that articulsr seat in accordance with

the provisions of O.C.G.A,, Title 21, Chapter 2 of the Georgia Election Code as now or
hereafter amended.

() The term of board of commissioner of said County of Jasper shali be four years,

beginning January 1 of each year and shall be elected at the general election prior to the
expiration date of their term of office.

SECTION 3. COMPOSITION; ELECTION DISTRICTS, MEMBERS

QUALIFICATIONS; VACANCIES; ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON;
QUORUM; MEETINGS; COMPENSATION

(a) The Board of Commissioners of Jasper county shall consist of five members to be
elected from single members districts as provided in this section.

(b) For the purpose of electing the members of the Board, Jasper County is divided into
five single member districts as follows:

2.
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Commissioner District 1. Tract: 8903

Commissioner District 2:

8G:1

1055 1083 1084

BG: 2 :

2047 2048 2049 2059 2060 2082 2088 2089 2000 20891
2092 2093 2084 2095 2086 2097

BG: 3

3075 3076 3077 3078

BG: 4

4004 4005 4009 4010 4011 4012 4013 4014 4015 4018

4047 4048 4049 4050 4051 4052 4053 4054 4055 4056
4098 40989

Tract: 9904

BG: 1

1004 1005 1006 1007 1008 1009 1010 1011 1012 1013
1014 1015 1021 1022 1025 1058 1059 1060 1061 1062
1063 1064 1065 1066 1067 1068 1076 1077 1998 1999

Tract: 9901
BG: 1

1135 1138 1137 1138 1152 1153 1998 1999

Tract: 9902

BG: 1

1000 1040 1041 1042 1043 1044 1103 1104 1105 11086
1108

Tract: 9903

BG: 1

1004 1005 1006 1007 1008 1009 1010 1011 1012 1013
1014 1015 1018 1027 1028 1029 1030 1031 1032 1033
1034 1035 1036 1037 1038 1038 1040 1041 1042 1046
1047 1050 1051 1052 1053 1054 1998 1999
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BG: 2
2055 2056 2057 2088 2087
BG: 4

4000 4006 4007 4008

Tract: 9801

BG: 1

1098 1139 1140 1141 1142 1143 1144 1145 1146
1147 1148 1149 1150 1151 1154 1155 1158 1157
1158 1159 1180 1161

Tract: 9902

BG: 1

1086 1097

Tract: 9903

BG: 1

106010011002100310171015101910201021

201.1 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
2020 2021 2022 2023 2041 2098 2099 2100
BG: 3

3000 3001 3002 3021 3022 3023 3024 3025 3028
3027 3028 3029 3030 3031 3032 3033 3034 3035
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Commissioner District 4:

Commissioner District §:

Tract: 9902
B8G: 1

1081 1082 1083 1084 1085 1086 1087 1090 1091
1082 1083 1094 1085 1098 1099 1100 1101 1102
1107

Tract: 9903

BG: 1

1043 1044 1045 1048 1049
B8G: 2

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
2008 2010 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2028 2030

2067 2068 2069 2070 2071 2072 2073 2074 2075
2076 2077 2078 2079 2080 2081 2083 2084 2085
BG: 3

3003 3004 3005 3008 3007 3008 3009 3010 3011
3012 3013 3014 3015 3016 3017 3018 3019 3020
3040 3998

BG: 4

4001 4002 4003

Tract: 9901

BG: 1

1005 1006 1007 1008 1009 1010 1014 1012 1013
1014 1015 1016 1017 1018 1019 1020 1021 1022

1162 1163 1164 1997
Tract: 9902
1001 1002 1003 1004 1005 1006 1007 1008 1009
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(c) One member shajj be elected to the board from each of the five commissioner
district. Only the qualiified electors residing in the commissioner district shall vote for g
candidate for election to the board from such commigsioner diatriot and the election shayf

be solely by the vote of the electors who reside within the respective commissioner
district,

(d).Each candidate for election to the board from a commissioner district shall pe a
resident of the com

mission district for which such person seeks election. Ajj members of
the board shail meet the qualifications for office set forth in 0.C.GA. { 45-2-1,

(@} In the event a vacancy oceurs on the Board of Commissionerg of Jasper County for
any reason other than expiration of g term of office, the vacancy shall be filleg in
accordance with the provisions of O.C.G.A( 21-2-510 et seq. And O.C.GA.{ 36-5-21

(9) Three of sajd commissioners shafl constitute a quorum to conduct and transact
business as a boaryg,

SECTION 4. DUTIES, RIGHTS » AND COMPENSATION OF CHAIRMAN

(a) The Chairman of the Board of Commissioners 8hall reside at gl meeting and sign all
orders of the Boarg of Commissioners, The chairman shall the right to vote on ail
questions before the Board, gnd shall have the right to make motions and psrform al|
duties imposed under this Act upon said Board of Commissioners.

(b) The Chairman of the board of Commissioners shall be Compensated in the amount of
$ 400.00 per month. In addition to the Compensation provided in this section, the
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Chairman shall be reimbursed for actual and reasonable expenses incurred in
conducting the business of the county. Such expense shall be reimbursed as incurred
following the submission of supporting documentation.

SECTION 5. POWERS AND DUTIES
The commission shall have exclusive jurisdiction and control over the following matters:

(e) Directing and controlling all of the property of the county in the manner provided by
law;

(b) levying taxes according to law;
(c) establishing, abolishing, changing election precincts or militia districts:
(d) settling all chaims and accounts of officers having the care, management, or

disbursement of funds belonging to, or appropriated for the use and benefit of the county
and in bringing them to settlement;

(e) providing for the health, safety, and welfare of the county citizenry as provided by
law;

() generally to have and exercise ail the powers heretofore which are ot i vested in the
County Administrator pursuant to Section 7 of this Act; and,

" (g) exercise such other powers as are granted by law or as may be indispensable or
incidental to their jurisdiction over county matters or county finances.

SECTION 6. COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR; CREATION OF POSITION ;
QUALIFICATIONS; AT-WILL APPOINTMENT: VACANCY; DUTIES,
POWERS, AND AUTHORITY; BOND; POLITICAL RESTRICTIONS

(a) There is created the position of County Administrator of Jasper County. The County
Administrator shall be the chief administrative officer and head of the administrative

(b) No person shall be chosen as County Administrator before such person shall have
attained such person’s twenty-first birthday. Such person shail be of good character and
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of proven executive ability and experience. The County Administrator shall bq chosgn by
the board of commissioners solely on the basis of such person’s actual experience in or

(c) The County Administrator shall be appointed as an at-wilj employee with Jasper
County in accordance with state law and shall serve at the pleasure of the board.

(d) The board of commissioners may designate a person or contract for interim

professional government management services to perform the functions and duties of
the County Administrator during the absence, disability, suspension, termination, or

(e} The County Administrator shall have the following duties, powers, and authority:

(1) To supervise the administration of the affairs of the county and to see that the
ordinances, resolutions, regulations, and policies of the board of commissioners and the
laws of Georygia are faithfully executed ang enforced.

(2) To be custodian of the official county seal and county records, maintain board of
commissioner meeting minutes and records as required by law;

(3) To discipline, suspend or remove all employees under the jurisdiction of the board of
commissioners in accordance with the county’s personnel policies;

(4) To exercise administrative authority and supervision ovar all department and
personnel under the jurisdiction of the board of commissioners;

(5) To require reports from department heads and other émployees entrusted with
administrative duties or exercising discretion;

(8) To attend ail meetings of the board of commissioners with the right to take part in the
discussions but having no vote;

-8-
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(7) To racommend to the board of commissioners for_ adoption such measures as the
County Administrator may deem necessary or expedient,

(8) To supervise the parformance of all contracts made by any person, company, or
corporation for work done for Jasper County;

(9) To serve as the purchasing agent of materials and supplies for the county under the
county's purchasing policies and procedures;

(10) To act as budget officer and submit to the board of commission_ers for their
approval, a proposed operating budget for the next fiscal year showing bgdget revenues
and expenditures during the preceding fiscal year, appropriations and eatlma_ted revenue
and recommended expenditures far the next fiscal year, recommended salaries:
proposed capilal expenditures, existing debt schedules; recommended tax levy, and
such other information and data as may be considered necessary by the board of
commissioners;

(11) To keep the board of commissioners fully abreast at all times as to the financial
condition and needs of the county:

(12) To prepare and present a monthly financial report to the board of commissioners

each month showing operational expenses for each county department for the preceding
month and year to date;

(13) To serve as the personnel director in the supervision and administration of the
county’s personnet polices and procedures:

(14) To delegate administrative duties to subordinates in the county government whose
work the County Administrator shall supervise and direct

(15) To perform such other duties as may be described in this Act or other duties as
may from time to time be directed by the board of commissioners.

(f) The County Administrator, before entering upon the discharge of the duties of County
Administrator shall execute a bond with a solvent surety company authorized to do
business in the State of Georgia in an amount not less than $25,000, payable to the
County with such bond premium being paid by Jasper County.

(g) .'1.'he County Administrator shall not engage in or be concerned with local partisan
politics or any local campaign. The County Administrator shall not be eligible for elaction

as a member of the Board of Commissioners of Jasper County for a period of one year
after termination of service as County Administrator

-9-
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SECTION 8. ADVISORY FUNCTION OF COUNTY ATTORNEY; COMPENSATION

The board shall have the authority to employ a competent attom_ey at lay{ lic_ensed to
practice law in the State of Georgia and to reprasent the county in any litigation which
may arise in which said county is a party. Said attorney shall be designated by the
majority of the board as County Attomey and re-appointed annually at the first regular
meeting of the board of commissioners. Whenever it is deemed necessary the board
may employ additional legal counsel to assist the County Attorney .

SECTION 9. LIFE INSURANCE AND MEDICAL COVERAGE FOR EMPLOYEES

The board shall have the authority to expend Jasper County funds for the purpose of
providing life insurance and medical benefils for its officers and employees.

SECTION 10. FISCAL YEAR; ANNUAL BUDGET

(a) The fiscal year for Jasper County shall be January 1 through Decembar 31 of agch
calender year.

(b) In accordance with Section 7 (e) (10), the County Administrator shall compile and
submit to the Board of Commissioners a proposed annual budget for Jasper County for
the next fiscal year. The County Administrator shail submit said annual budget to include
all the required fund accounting requirements of GASB 34 and the State of Georgia.

(c) After receiving the proposed annual budgets for all county fund accounts submitted
by the County Administrator, the board of commissioners shall in its absolute discretion
adopt the total annual budget for Jasper County 1o provide for all the financiai affairs of
the county for the next fiscal year. Such budget to be adopted for the ensuing fiscal year
by no later than December 317 in each calendar year. No expenditure shall be paid out
of any county funds unless a provision has first been made in the budget for said
expenditure. The Board of Couty Commissioners shall have the power and authority at

SECTION 11. BIDDING PROCEDURES FOR AMOUNTS OVER $5,000

In all transactions.of said Bqard involving the funds of the county where the amount of
goads, merchandise, materials or equipment to be bought or sold amounts to more than
$5.009, the Board shall, before selling or buying the same, advertise for bids at least

-10-
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i ' i ining the lowest

ight to decide to accept a bid recelvgd othe_r than the bid containing '
:rai: g:'evgﬁfg if it is determined that another bid received ghould be aot:‘epteg1 Sstl:‘eatcg
in the best interest of Jasper County. Before any contract is awarded, t areh p s e
been at least two bids of record for the Board's consideration. The Box_afd's : .in o
discretion, be authorized to conclude that, due to the. nature of as particular item’s g
bid upon, it is not feasible to expect more than one bid and awerd a coqtract f
accordingly. The Board shall have the authonty.m making spch expenditures o;'cougt;y
funds in keeping county-owned aguipment, veh:clgs. mach:_nery, properly repf:.. and in
fumiching county officiale with essentiel office equipment withcut the necessity of

securing bids.
SECTION 12, ANNUAL FIXED ASSET RECORD OF COUNTY PROPERTY

The County Administrator shal! keep a annual, updated fixed assete ::nve_ntqn{' 'ec'e'd of
all County propertiss and eguipment valucd at $5,000 or more, :n..::!ud:ng mdlwdua. '
valuation of the same, 2 lega! descripticn of all preperty and specific locations of s_a_rd
equinmant, whose custedy the property or equinment i, g deecription of the condition
therac!, and a copy provided to the grand jury. The Board shall keep such rccords as
are necessary o show at al! times the financie! condition ¢f the county.

ARTICLE Il
AUTHORITIES AND BCARDS

DIVISICN 1. DEVELOPMENT AUTHOR!T
SECTION 1. CREATION

There is hereby created a body corporate and politic in Jasper County to be known as
the Jasper County Development Authority which shall be instrumentality of Jasper

County and a public corporation and which this amendment s hereafter referred to as
the * Authority”.

SECTION 2. MEMBERS; TERMS; VACANCIES; QUORUM

The Authority shall consist of five members who shall be appointed by the Board of
Commissioners and serve for the term of five years, Vacancies shall be filled for the
expired term by the Board of Commissioners. A maijority of the members shall constitute
@ quorum and said majority may act for the Authority on any matiar.

SECTION 3. TAX EXEMPT STATUS

The property, obligations and the interest of the Authority shall have the same immunity
from taxation as the property, obligations, and interests of jasper County. However, the
-11-
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exemptions from taxation shall not include exemption from any sale and use taxes on
property acquired by the Authority for Authority use.

SECTION 4. POWERS

The powers of the Authority shall include but not limited to:

(a) to receive and adminlster gifts, grants, donations, and trusts;
(b) to borrow money, issue notes, bonds, and revenue certificates:
(c) to execute trust agreements or indentures;

(d) to sell, convey, mortgage, pledge and assign any of its funds, property, and income
as security thereof:

(e) to contract with political subdivisions in Georgia , persons, and corporations;

(N to take appropriate legal action;

(h) .tq encourage and promote the expansion of job generating economic development
activities in Jasper County;

SECTION S. DEBTS

‘l'hg Authority shall not be authorized to create in any manner any debt, liability or
obligation against the State of Georgia or Jasper County.

SECTION 6. COMPENSATION

theh mgatmbers of the Authority shall receive N0 compensation for their services to the
uthority.

SECTION 7. REMOVAL

All mgmt?ers of the Authority serve at the will and pleasure of the board of
commissioners and may be removed at any time for cause by the Board,

-12-
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SECTION 8. USE OF FUNDS

No monies derived by the Authority from any source other than dona.tiona and
contributions shall at any time be used for entertainment and promotional expenses.

SECTION 9. PROPERTY

Should the Autharity for any reason be dissolved, title of all property of any kind ahall
revert to Jasper County subject to any mortgages, liens, or leases in respect to said

proparty.
DIVISION 2. WATER/SEWER AUTHORITY
SECTION 1. CREATION

There is created a body corporate and politic, to be known as the Jasper County Water
and Sewer Authority, which shall be deemed to be a public corporation and by that
name said body may contract and be contracted with, sues and be sued, implead and
be impleaded, and complain and defend in ail courts of law, except the Authority under
any trust indenture shall in no event be liable for any torts committed by its officers,
agents, or employees.

SECTION 2. MEMBERS; TERMS, VACANCIES; QUORUM; ELECTION OF
OFFICERS

The Authority shall consist of nine members appointed by the Jasper County Board of
Commissioners, each of whom shall reside in Jasper County. Three members shall be

the Authority in all matters. The Authority shall elect one of its members as Chairman
and one as Vice-Chairman. It shall also elect a Secretary and Treasurer who doss not
have to be a member of he Authority, and if not a member, shall have no voting rights .

SECTION 3. EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION

The properties of the Authority, both real and personal, are declared to be pubiic
properties useq for the benefit and welfare of the people of Jasper County and not for

-13-
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SECTION 4. POWER
The Authority shall have the following power:
(a) To have a seal and alter the same at its pleasure;

(b) To acquire by purchase, lease, gift, or otherwise and to hold, lease, and dispose of
real and personal property of any kind for its corporate purposes;

() To acquire in its own name by purchase or condemnation in accordance with ‘the
provisions of all applicable laws for public use therein; however, the power of eminent
domain shall not be exercised by the Authority outside the limits of Jasper County.

(d) To enter into an agreement with the govemning authority of jasper County and
municipalities therein, with respect to acquiring and/or providing water and sewage
services;

(e) To appoint, select, and employ such officers, agents, and employees necessary to
carry out the purposes of the Authority;

(f) To prepare and execute all agreements, contract, and leases necessary for
constructing and providing water and sewer services to all persons, firms, and
government entities;

(g) To construct, erect, acquire, own, repair, remodel, maintain, add to, extend, improve,

equip, operate and manage all water and sewer projects, as defined in (c) of this
section, the cost of any project to be paid whole or in part from bond proceeds, servics
charges, and any Federal or State grant and loan program:

(h) To borrow money for Authority purposes and to issue negotiable revenue bonds
solely pledge for said purposes:

(i) To establish rules and regulations for the management, maintenance, and operation
of the water and sewer systems under the provisions of his Act;

(i) To acquire the appropriate insurance coverages for its properties and members:;

(k)dTo purchase, install, construct, repair, and replace fire hydrants on public property;
and,

prescribe, fix , and collect fees or charges and to revise from time to time such

N To
rates, fees, and charges for services and facilities to operate all water and sewer
facilities and services;

.14-
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(m) To do all things necessary and convenient to carry out the powers expressly given in
this Act.

SECTION §. COMPENSATION

The members of the Authority shall serve without compensation.
SECTION 6. REMOVAL

All members of the Authority serve at the will and pleasure of the Board of
Commissioners and may be removed for just cause.

SECTION 7. PLEDGE OF CREDIT

All revenue bonds issued under the provisions of his Act shall not be deemed to
constitute any debt of Jasper County or a pledge of faith and credit of the county, but
said bonds shall be payable solely from the fund provided for in this Act.

ARTICLE lll. GENERAL PROVISIONS
- SECTION 1. PRIOR LOCAL LEGISLATION

All Ordinances, Resolutions, Policies, Rules, and Regulations now in force in Jasper
County not inconsistent with this Charter are declared valid and of full effect and force
until amended or repealed by the Board of County Commissioners.

SECTION 2. PENDING MATTERS

Except as provided otherwise in this Charter, all rights, claims, actions, orders,
contracts, and legal or administrative proceedings shall continue and any such ongoing
work or cases shall be completed by the appropriate county official as may be directed
by the Board of County Commissioners.

SECTION 3. SPECIFIC REPEALER
The 1923 Act providing a Charter for Jasper County as amended , is hereby repealed.

SECTION &. EFFECTIVE DATE

This Act shall become effective upon its approval by the Governor or upon its becoming
law without such approval.

SECTION 6. GENERAL REPEALER

All laws and parts of laws not in conflict with this Act are hereby appealed.
-15.



